Tell Tale
The Bill Bachofner Memorial Grand Prix has been run.
Come to the general meeting to hear others’ lies, and spin
your own.
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TC President's Message
Club, we have our big event of the year in the bag, there were a lot of
positives that we can take away from it. It also has left a few of us at
least scratching our heads as to what we can do differently, and the
direction the club is headed in.
On that first note though, I want to thank all of the people that helped
to make this event possible. Without hundreds of volunteer hours, putting on these events just wouldn’t happen. We heard pretty much
nothing but great things about the weekend from all of those that were
there.
We are going to be taking quite a loss on the race. This was due to a
lot of circumstances, most of which are out of our control… But there
are some things we can always be improving on, and I’m sure over the
next few months, we will be discussing these items a lot. I can’t claim
I have an answer for you, but it comes down to either getting more
entries, or cutting costs.
We still have a lot to do this year, and I’m sure many of you are just getting into the thick of your driving seasons. I want to encourage anybody that might be on the fence about running the Spokane race June 19-21, to get
out there and do it! We had a lot of support and participation from their club, and it would be great to return the
favor. Also be sure that you are flying your TC colors. Let me know if you’re in need of some new stickers, etc.
Some other things to round out the summer that we have been talking about, that hopefully will have more info
on soon are:
 A TC group outing/cruise to the world of speed museum
 The summer picnic
 Go-kart challenge
We are just looking for some options to get club members together outside of our normal meetings, which compared to our membership numbers, have been pretty lightly attended.
We don’t have the details sorted out yet either, but we do have another date reserved for early October which
will be a track day at ORP. Hoping to see you there!
Yours for the sport,
Ben Weaver
Team Continental President
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Tell Tale Submissions: editor@teamcontinental.com
Electronic submissions are preferred. Please don’t spend a lot of time on formatting.
The editor may edit all submissions for length and content.
Kevin Smith, Editor 503-693-7394

The Tell Tale
The Official Publication of Team Continental
The Tell Tale is published monthly by Team Continental. All
contents are Copyright © 2015 by Team Continental. All
material herein may not be reproduced in whole or in part by
any means, electronic, mechanical, or other, without the
express written permission of the Editor. The authors retain
copyright to their original work, as do photographers retain
copyright over their photographs. All reprinted articles within
the Tell Tale, in whole or in part, are by permission or the
author has been given appropriate recognition. Opinions
expressed herein are those of the credited writer(s) and not
necessarily those of Team Continental, its officers, members or
the Tell Tale staff.
Publication of ads, articles, photos, etc. are subject to available
space. All items for print should be forwarded to the Tell Tale
Editor. When possible, articles should be submitted
electronically by email. Ads should be submitted as scanned
images or submitted photo ready. Photographs should be
submitted as scanned images, but B/W or color prints are
acceptable. The Tell Tale Editor cannot guarantee return of
unsolicited articles, manuscripts, photos, graphics, or other
submissions.
Material in the Tell Tale may have been plagiarized, stolen,
misused, etc. without the express written permission of the
National Football League.

MEETINGS
General Meeting - 7PM
June 17th
Mar’s Meadows
9620 North Whitaker Road, Portland, OR

Board Meeting - 7PM
July 1st
Laurelwood Public House
5115 NE Sandy Blvd, Portland, OR 97213
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Bill Bachofner Memorial Grand Prix, May 22nd-24th, 2015

by Kevin Smith

Thanks to help from so many sources Team Continental’s 2015 ICSCC Race Weekend was run. Entry counts
were down more than Race Chairman Pete Belfanti would have liked, but everyone that did attend seemed to be
having a good time. The race weekend started out with a driver training on
Friday, and Driving Master Dylan Olsen did an excellent job keeping the
event on-time and students having fun. Weather on Friday had some sprinkles
at times, but never wet the track enough to cause much reduced traction.
Group 1 had a small number of students (5), but a couple other drivers that
had never driven ORP went out with this group to learn the track, and learn
the lines from the instructors and students in the other cars. In group 2, the
more advanced group, there were 11 cars, including two very fast Camaro
ZL1s. The test & tune group 3 had mid-20s number of entrants, and all the
drivers certainly got their money’s worth of track time to learn the intricacies
of driving ORP’s counter-clockwise configuration quickly. At the end of the
day a nice meal was served, and many of our group 1 and 2 participants
stayed to spectate or volunteer their time during the coming race weekend.
The race weekend started early Saturday morning, with Group 4 taking the
green flag for
Class Name
Make
Lap Record
qualifying at 8AM.
Driving Master Dylan Olsen
Duane Starr
Volkswagen
2:17.592
CR
Group 4 and got
prepares for Friday morning
BMW E46
1:55.276
about 1 fast lap in E46 Charles Hurley
driver meeting.
before rain damp- FC
Greg Coffin
Mygale
1:47.107
ened the session sending lap times up. Groups 5 and 6 FIP Jack DeChristoper Datsun 510
2:05.11
both ended up qualifying on a wet/damp track, and
Bob Hillison
Lola
2:02.143
times were up as a result. But by the time the rotation FL
AMAC
1:54.103
got to group 1, the track was drying/dry, and the quali- FSR Scott Faris
fying times showed it. The rest of the race weekend was FM George Doran
Star Mazda
1:53.790
rain free. The afternoon races on Saturday were all run HIP Gordon Jones
BMW
2:01.753
under dry conditions, mid-70s temperatures, and sunRoldan De Guzma Acura
2:03.4.4
HT
shine. By the last race of the day on Saturday, the enduro, temps were right about 70, and quite comfortable IP
Tony Hauser
Honda Civic
2:23.767
for drivers.
Dodge Viper
1:53.105
ITE Drew Thibodeau
With the cool temperatures also came some new track
records, see table at right, and congratulations to Greg
Coffin, who I think now holds the fastest counterclockwise race lap at Oregon Raceway Park, lowering

ITS
SM

Thomas Micich
Mark Higinbothan

Datsun 240Z
Mazda Miata

1:58.022
2:02.322

SPO

Morgan Smith

Chevrolet Stock

1:54.505

the record previously set by John Bachofner on July 26th, 2014.
Saturday ended with dinner and a party,
with the TC Blues Band providing live
music. They gave the evening that
“rockin’, rollin’, reelin’ feelin’”, and kept
the good times going well into the evening.
TC Blues Band provided Saturday evening entertainment.

Sunday dawned a beautiful day, sunny and
mid-50s in the morning, rising up into the
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mid 70s with a light breeze in the afternoon. In the driver meeting on Sunday, Race Chairman Pete Belfanti drew
from a helmet containing the names of all drivers that paid by cash or check. The drawing was for a full refund of
the weekends race entry fees. The lucky winner was
Novice Driver Parker McKean, who had entered both
Saturday and Sunday Novice races.
Groups 3 & 6 race was combined on Sunday to make the
scheduled racing end a little earlier in the day. However,
a serious crash in the first race group of the afternoon ate
back into the schedule.
In the middle of the group 5 race, car #38, a Datsun 260Z
driven by Douglas Hedges, lost all brakes at the bottom
of Valkyrie Hill, went right straight up the hill on the
outside of turn 5 (inside of the track), jumped, landed,
then rolled. The car came to rest wheels down, but then
Race Chairman Pete Belfanti returns the check
caught fire due to a broken fuel line. Ben Wilson, workwith novice racer Parker McKean’s entry fee.
ing in turn station 4, ran to the car with two fire bottles.
The driver successfully exited the burning vehicle, and
Ben successfully fought the fire with the bottles. Video of the incident was posted by Douglas Hedges, and Team
Continental was kindly given permission to provide a
link to this video. You can see it here: https://
www.facebook.com/TeamContinental/
posts/10153413446191694.
The rest of the racing Sunday was exciting, but
thankfully without nearly as much drama. More track
records fell, for the full list, please see table below.
Greg Coffin again lowered the overall race lap record
for the counter-clockwise course, lowering his best
lap time to 1:45.498.
A huge thank you needs to be extended to all those
who worked the driver training and races, allowing
the events to be put on at all. I have tried to put a
representative set of pictures in the next several
pages, but I know I will have missed many of the volunteers that helped to put this event on. Without the
Class Name
CSM
E46
FC
FIP
FL
FM

Ian Anderson
Charles Hurley
Greg Coffin
Jack DeChristopher
Bob Hillison
George Doran

FSR Scott Faris
ITE Drew Thibodeau
ITS Thomas Micich
ITX Mike Conatore
SM Tracey Hazard

Make

Lap Record

Mazda Miata
BMW E46
Mygale
Datsun 510
Lola
Star Mazda

2:06.073
1:55.078
1:45.498
2:04.055
2:01.709
1:49.374

AMAC
Dodge Viper

1:52.548
1:51.685

Datsun 240Z
Honda
Mazda Miata

1:57.713
2:02.170
2:01.621

Douglas Hedges 260Z rests in the gravel impound
area following a scary crash. Driver was uninjured, a
testament both to good safety equipment, and great
worker response.
many, many volunteer hours, both leading up to the
event, and at the track itself, we simply would be unable to put on either racing or driver training events.
have fun with the cars, and friends, enjoying the racing
and camaraderie that we love.
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From left above: Val Starr, Toni Larfield and Stacey Smith kept registration running smoothly
all weekend, while Lynn Coupland distributed trophies.

Darcy Weaver, and budding racer Hudson Weaver ably handled Team Continental merchandise sales.

Above: Erin Ebelmesser and Kim Kuzma
McFarland provide the cheeriest presence ever
in any starting tower, anywhere.
Right: Jim Larfield (pace car driver), and Alan
Kolkemo (assistant race chair) wait for pacecar to be needed.
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Left: Pete Belfanti looks
pleased that the weekend is almost over.
Right: Holly Remington in
Timing and Scoring did her
usual awesome job delivering
results, often only moments after a session had ended.

From left, Scott Olsen (Tech Chief), Duane Starr(driver), Pete
Belfanti(Race Chariman), and John Rissberger(Paddock
Chief) relaxing at the end of the day Saturday.

Andy Robottom(Announcer) interviews Pace Car driver Jim Larfield.

Marla Wiese, Sheryl Anderson, and Ryann Whitley take a
break from working to prepare and serve meals.

Jimbo Collins was Hot Pit Marshall
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There were a lot of
people working hard
and having fun helping to put on the race.
Clockwise from upper left, Julie & Dave
Riehl, James Haile, Carl Clinton and Woody Lewis, Ian Olsen, and
Rob Rissberger working the forklift. A big thank you goes out to the
many, many volunteers that made the driver training and race weekend
possible. The editor also thanks Darcy Olsen and Therese Lombardi for
the use of their photographs for this issue of the Tell-Tale.
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Gail Fetterman (above left), and Bob Smethers (above right)
worked race communications all weekend.

Merchandise Corner
We still have a lot of the event t-shirts available, in all
of the T-shirt sizes except Medium. $5 each, send me
an email and I will be sure to bring the sizes you need
to a meeting or upcoming event. For another $5, I’ll
put them in an envelope and send them to you. Email
inquiries to president@teamcontinental.com.
Thank you to all of our event shirt sponsors, which
made this a possibility. Hope everybody enjoyed having a memento
of the event.
The new jacket
sample is in,
and will be
available for
viewing at the
general meeting
this month. Gotten mostly positive feedback on this, and I’d have to say it’s
pretty comfortable in all the weather (other than these 90 degree days) that
I’ve worn it in so far. I will get the details for ordering these along with
pricing together soon. Thanks for your patience with these, I think we’re
close!
- Ben
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Team Continental - Board Meeting Minutes
Date: June 3rd, 2015
Location: Laurelwood Brewery
Meeting was called to order by President Ben Weaver at 7:08pm.
President: Ben Weaver, Past President: Duane Starr, Vice President: Scott Olsen, Treasurer:
Val Starr Membership Director: Dennis Roberts, Race Chairman: Pete Belfanti, Driving
Master: Dylan Olsen, Executive Board Rep: Kevin Smith, Merchandise Director: Ben
Weaver, Contest Board Rep: Peter Linssen, Communications Director: Jeremy Plance
Board Meeting Minutes: (No reports omitted):
President (Ben Weaver): Broke even on t-shirts and have some left over, they were a big hit. Jackets are averaging
around $82-86 and we are still looking for alternatives. Need to order 24 jackets minimum to get the discount.
Vice President (Scott Olsen): Ken Killam still has the boner jacket and I would like to get it back into rotation. We
will make a final attempt to contact him but if he refuses to return the jacket I purpose we start a new jacket. Motion to start a new jacket by Scott Olsen, motion seconded by Kevin Smith, motion passes.
Secretary(Lizzy Peters): Duane has notes from general meeting May 20th. Peter L. says get well soon, all in favor.
Treasurer (Val Starr): Still have money in the account. We had a lot of donations, one to be mentioned is
Heinrich, thank you everyone that donated.
Membership Director (Dennis Roberts): 175 members to date.
Race Chairman (Pete Belfanti): Stayed on budget with expenses at $46,490. Bad news we lost $12,000 approximately. We are low on participation including in GT1 and novices. Scheduling issues for next year means no Pros
vs. Joes. MAVTV is offering a full refund for host not being available.
Driving Master(Dylan Olsen): Ambulance fees increased, Bill Murray is looking into the expense. Metro West
filled in for an absent ambulance. Chatterboxes are still on back order. Wants to add an instructor page on motorsportsreg for certified instructors to sign up to work at Driver's Training.
E Board Rep(Kevin Smith): Tell Tale deadline is Monday. Thank you Darcy for pictures of the event.
Communications Rep(Jeremy Plance): Lots of updates before and after. The crash and burn video had 1400 views
for TC's site. Drivers Training bring traffic to the site as well. Looking for more participation activities to promote
the club.
Old Business: Should get a rid of old non running vehicles stored at ORP. They could be used in surrounding
towns as promotion.
New Business: Wild Ride Brewery is supplying plenty of beer and is wanting to give more product. Motion to
send out thank you cards to Brewery and participants. Motion by Dylan Olsen, seconded by Pete Belfanti.
Bill is looking for instructors for July 25th.
Need to make decisions about TC picnic.
The October event should have a novice class for different speeds.
Motion to adjourn at 9:31pm by Duane Starr, motion second by Ben Weaver, motion passed.
Respectfully submitted, Elizabeth Peters, TC Secretary
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Not Racing

By Greg Scott

… but still thinking about you guys.
I went out to the barn to start up the 944.
It's too far away - it takes about 45 minutes to get there. What a drag. I don't know why I make this drive to start
up a car I no longer drive. I should sell this car.
It's still too early for wasps to be disturbed when I open the barn door, so at least that was painless.
I had to hold my breath after I opened the door of the car. Disgusting.
The driver's seat had a basketball sized pile of fluff. I cursed the mice for tearing up my seat to make a nest.
I walked out of the barn for fresh air, then went back in to clean up the mess. Do they really need to poop and pee
where they live? That's going to take a gallon of Nature's Miracle to clean up.
After disposing of the mouse mansion, I cranked it over on the starter to move around some oil, then installed the
DME relay to fire it up, but it
wouldn't start.
There is an ancient can of starting
fluid at the barn.
Tools are hard to come by and the
light is terrible. After a long search,
I managed to find a standard screwdriver that fit in the phillips screws
of the air box. It's just plastic, so
very low torque and fortunately the
screwdriver was long enough to get
to the hard to reach screws in back.
Unfortunately, I found ANOTHER
mouse nest on top of the air filter.

Greg Scott racing his 944 at Portland, circa 2005.
I took the filter out and banged the
mouse droppings out from between the pleats. Am I the only one who has ever done this?
Depressing.
Why do I have a car that smells like mouse pee, in a barn too far from home, that I haven't raced in years, that,
truth be told, should get some maintenance?
I gave it a shot of ether and it started up and ran.
The mouse nest in the seat turned out to be fluff they had dragged in from somewhere else. No telling how many
trips they had to make to get it there, but there's no permanent damage to the seat.
The car warmed up and the barn started to smell faintly of oil and gasoline.
It sounded pretty good.
Actually, it sounded really good.
Maybe all we need to do is get out on track.
On the way home I mulled it over out loud. It wasn't an election, but Andrea voted anyway, "Oh, no, Pops, you
can't sell the racecar!"
I guess we're keeping it.
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TC Networking
Send your business card to the TT editor. We will publish it so other club members
know what it is you do to support your habit and they can refer you additional business.

Hey, TC members,
you too can write
an article for the
Tell-Tale. Ask me
how.
Correct spelling
and grammar optional.
Kevin Smith
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Tell Tale
Kevin Smith - Editor
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