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Full issue.  March 27th TC event at ORP post-
poned until August!!!  Please remember to renew 

your membership if you haven’t already. 
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Remembrance of Don Smethers 

Submitted by President Steve Leonard 

 

The loss of Don Smethers is huge for TC and the entire Pacific NW Racing family. 

 

Personally he's been a very important friend, mentor and advisor to me for many 
years. I'm very fortunate to have been close to him for quite awhile. The night before 
he died I got to see him in the ER and tell him how much I loved, respected, admired 
him and thanked him for the important role he had played in my and my families 
lives. He truly was Captain Perfect! 

 

I'll never forget a caravan with him and Bob to Sears Point. At some place in North-
ern California he got pulled over and got off with a warning, but it's one of the few 
times I witnessed a less then perfect CP. 

 

On that trip or a similar one we had portable radios and were conversing throughout 
the drive. FYI Bob and Don dominated the airwaves as talking on radios was... let's 
just say they never shut up and drained the radio batteries long before we reached our 
destination. My son Will was with me and got on the radio and called for "CP" and I 
darn near drove in the ditch laughing my head off. Don never said anything about it 
but I would sometimes address him as "CP" because I could get away with it. 

 

A long time ago Don and probably Bobby were racing the white Golf at PIR in a big 
race like Rose Cup. Saturday evening they were thrashing on the race car and I asked 
if there was anything I could help with. By this time he and Bob were well aware of 
the danger of letting me work on my own race car let alone their car. I was assigned 

(Continued on page 6) 
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2021 TEAM CONTINENTAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
AND APPOINTEES 

President  
Steve Leonard 
president@teamcontinental.com 
503-320-1028 

Vice President 
Bill Murray 
vicepresident@teamcontinental.com 
503-358-2617 

Secretary 
Steve Adams 
secretary@teamcontinental.com 
503-209-9468 

Treasurer 
open 

Communication Director 
Tony Hauser 
communications@teamcontinental.com 
503-438-0297 

Driving Master 
Lynn Coupland 
drivingmaster@teamcontinental.com 
503-701-3547 

E-Board Rep 
Joe Harlan 
eboard@teamcontinental.com 
503-502-4671 

Contest Board Rep 
No longer a Board position 

Track Event Chairman 
Jim Larfield 
racechair@teamcontinental.com 
503-539-2677 

Membership Director 
Dennis Roberts 
membership@teamcontinental.com 
503-318-7624  

Driver Training Registrar 
Toni Larfield 
dtregistrar@teamcontinental.com 
503-702-1482 

Race Registrar 
open 
raceregistrar@teamcontinental.com 
 

Tell Tale Submissions: editor@teamcontinental.com 

Electronic submissions are preferred. Please don’t spend a lot of time on formatting. 

The editor may edit all submissions for length and content. 

Tony Hauser, Editor 503-438-0297 

The Tell Tale 
The Official Publication of Team Continental 
 
The Tell Tale is published monthly by Team Continental. All 
contents are Copyright © 2021 by Team Continental. All 
material herein may not be reproduced in whole or in part by 
any means, electronic, mechanical, or other, without the 
express written permission of the Editor. The authors retain 
copyright to their original work, as do photographers retain 
copyright over their photographs. All reprinted articles within 
the Tell Tale, in whole or in part, are by permission or the 
author has been given appropriate recognition. Opinions 
expressed herein are those of the credited writer(s) and not 
necessarily those of Team Continental, its officers, members or 
the Tell Tale staff. 
 
Publication of ads, articles, photos, etc. are subject to available 
space. All items for print should be forwarded to the Tell Tale 
Editor. When possible, articles should be submitted 
electronically by email. Ads should be submitted as scanned 
images or submitted photo ready. Photographs should be 
submitted as scanned images, but B/W or color prints are 
acceptable. The Tell Tale Editor cannot guarantee return of 
unsolicited articles, manuscripts, photos, graphics, or other 
submissions. 

MEETINGS 
 

 

General Meeting 
 No meeting. 

Board Meeting 
No meeting. 
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Postponement of TC’s First Event of 2021 

Submitted by Track Event Chairman Jim Larfield 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from Team Continental, 

Due to scheduling conflicts for many of our volunteer workers we are postponing the Mar. 27 
Track Time Trials - HPDE event at Oregon Raceway Park to Aug. 21-22. We feel this is necessary 
to put on the highest quality event that you have been accustomed to from Team Continental. 

More information coming on the August event as we work on the details. Registration will re-
open soon on Motorsportreg.com. 

For questions and information contact: Jim Larfield     jim.larfield@gmail.com 

 

Thank You From the Smethers Family 

We want to thank our TC friends for the response of great cards, flowers, emails & face book con-
dolences with Don's passing.  Also, those of you that have taken on Don's duties, we thank you 
very much!!  We miss him so much every day, but we have wonderful memories that will live on 
forever.  Hope to see you all soon! 

Sincerely, Sonjia, Bob & the entire Smethers family! 

 

 

 Don participating in a shopping cart race 

mailto:jim.larfield@gmail.com
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TC Memorial Gallery 

Submitted by VP Bill Murray 



  

 
March 2021 TELL TALE  6 

Remembrance of Don Smethers 

Submitted by President Steve Leonard 

to put the wheels on which I did but didn't torque them tight (my excuse is the car 
was up in the air and I couldn't... I have always claimed I told them so before leav-
ing). You've already figured out what happened the next day. Don was on track, I be-
lieve early in the actual race when he came around with only 3 wheels on the car. Of 
course it was my fault. Not often but many years later he would remind me at the 
end of a visit or phone conversation to "tighten the lug nuts". Indeed at the end of 
one the last phone calls he said goodbye by saying "don't forget to tighten the lug 
nuts.” 

 

I've been really blessed to say goodbye to some of my dearest friends shortly before 
they died, Annie Curtis (not Rissberger, it had to be Curtis even after 40+ years of 
marriage to Rob) and Don and the TC band bass player Paul. 

 

At the end of our last visit in the ER I asked him to forgive me for the lug nut inci-
dent... He smiled that little sly CP smile and gently nodded NO. In my mind it 
thought "oh come on Don" but a few minutes later I realized he was continuing our 
very private story alive. That moment is precious to me and makes me smile and be 
grateful that I got to be close to such a wonderful guy and friend. 

 

Thankfully Bob and Sonjia are very strong people and considering the circumstanc-
es are doing well, but please remember them in your thoughts and prayers. 

  

(Continued from page 1) 
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2021 Annual ORP Instructor Training Announcement 

Submitted by VP Bill Murray 
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Skip Day Track Day Announcement 

Submitted by Colin Waltz 

https://www.motorsportreg.com/orgs/skip-day-track-days 

https://www.motorsportreg.com/orgs/skip-day-track-days
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Three Generations of Harris in TC 

Submitted by Bill Harris 

Three generations of Harris's are TC Members for 2021. 

Grandpa Bill - many Regional and Divisional Championships 

Son/Dad Todd - National Champion SRF and twice runner-up with many Regional  

 Championships 

Grandson Calvin - Oregon Region Champion SRF 

Grandson Taylor - no Championships yet but a lot faster than Grandpa! 

All four will be racing in the Rose Cup Races in July! Stay Tuned!!! 
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ORP 2021 Course Worker Training Announcement 

Submitted by VP Bill Murray 
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Star Projects ORP Driving & Team Skills Training Announcement 

Submitted by VP Bill Murray 
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Third Generation of Murray in TC and Stolen  

Murray Trailer Recovered! 

Submitted by VP Bill Murray 
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Tell Tales From Days of Yore: November 1983 

Submitted by Bob Smethers 
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TC Networking 
 
Send your business card to the Tell Tale editor. We will publish it so other club 
members know what it is you do to support your habit and they can refer you 
additional business. 
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Tell Tale 
Tony Hauser - Editor 
165 Halsey ST 
Saint Helens, OR 97051 
    

Deliver to: 


